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Worlds project as Senior Fellows of the Carnegie Council for Ethics
in International Affairs, with funding from the Richard 8. Lounsbery
Foundation. This report is based on that quest.

The projeet includes a documentary machinima video
collaboratively produced with ILL Clan Animation Studios and a
policy recommendation report, Blog posts from the journey can be
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TEXTING WITH TEL AVIV BY JOSHUA 5. FOUTS

IN JANUARY 1991, T HAD MY FIRST EPIPHANY ABOUT THE POTENTIAL OF THE INTERNET TO CHANGE
THE WORLD. A FELLOW GRAD STUDENT INTRODUCED ME TO INTERNET RELAY CHAT (IRC), A REAL-
TIME INTERNET CHAT TOOL THAT ALLOWED FOR CONVERSATIONS AROUND THE WORLD. I WAS
HOOKED, DESPITE THE INTERFACE BEING EXCLUSIVELY TEXT-BASED AT THAT TIME. I FREQUENTLY
VISITED IRC "ROOMS™ TO DISCUSS CURRENT NEWS AND EVENTS WITH PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE
UNITED STATES. SADDAM HUSSEIN HAD RECENTLY INVADED KUWAIT AND THE CRISIS WAS
BEGINNING TO ESCALATE. THERE WAS TALK THAT HE WOULD BOMB ISRAEL. STUDENTS IN TEL AVIV
TOLD ME, VIA TIRC, ABOUT SCUD MISSILES LANDING IN THEIR CITY AS IT WAS HAPPENING. THIS
EXPERIENCE CEMENTED MY PERSPECTIVE ON HOW INTERNET TECHNOLOGY WAS GOING TO IMPACT
THE WAY PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD WOULD LEARN ABOUT EACH OTHER. T WANTED TO BE A PART
OF USING COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGIES TO BUILD DIALOGUE AND UNDERSTANDING.

THE CREATION OF EUREKA DEJAVU BY RITA J. KING

WHEN I FIRST HEARD OF SECOND LIFE, I HAD JUST SPENT SIX MONTHS INVESTIGATING POST-
KATRINA CORPORATE PROFITEERING IN THE GULF COAST. T WONDERED WHO COULD POSSIBLY HAVE
TIME FOR A VIRTUAL WORLD WHEN S0 MUCH NEEDS TO BE TACKLED AND EXPERIENCED IN THE
PHYSICAL WORLD. STILL, T HAD BEEN STUDYING ISSUES RELATED TO DIGITAL IDENTITY FOR A
DECADE BY THEN, AND I WAS INTRIGUED.

MY AVATAR, EUREKA DEJAVU, WAS BORN ON NOVEMBER 10, 2006; A GENERIC NEWBIE IN A
STRANGE NEW WORLD WITH A NAME CHOSEN FROM A LIST. IMMEDIATELY, SHE STARTED TO VISIT
CHURCHES, TEMPLES AND MOSQUES. ONE DAY SHE MET A MUSLIM WOMAN IN A JEWISH
SYNAGOGUE. THE WOMAN SATD SHE HAD ALWAYS BEEN CURIOUS ABOUT JEWISH PRAYER SERVICES
BUT FEARED BEING PERSECUTED OR MAKING OTHERS UNCOMFORTABLE. AS SHE DESCRIBED THE
FULFILLMENT OF HER WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CULTURES OF OTHERS, I DECIDED TO DIRECT
MY FOCUS TOWARD DOCUMENTING THE EVOLUTION OF A NEW GLOBAL CULTURE AND ECONOMY IN
WHAT I CALL "THE IMAGINATION AGE.” THE NARRATIVE PORTRAYED IN THIS BOOK IS COMPOSED
OF PEOPLE'S STORIES GATHERED FROM FOUR CONTINENTS IN THE PHYSICAL WORLD AND MULTIPLE
INTERNET PLATFORMS.



EEBRUARY 16-18, 2008, DOHA. QATAR, THE U.5.-ISLAMIC WORLD FORUM

DANCING INK PRODUCTIONS WAS ASKED BY THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION TO HOST A
_SPECIAL EVENT THAT WOULD TAKE PLACE SIMULTANEOUSLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND
IN SECOND LIFE (A THREE-DIMENSIONAL, USER-CREATED IMMERSIVE INTERNET
PLATFORM KNOWN AS A VIRTUAL WORLD. SECOND LIFE IS ONE OF HUNDREDS OF
VIRTUAL WORLDS WITH AN ESTIMATED 300 MILLION USERS WORLDWIDE, ACCORDING
TO METAVERSE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY KZERO). THE HEADLINERS AT THE DOHA FORUM
WERE FORMER UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF STATE MADELEINE ALBRIGHT AND
PRESIDENT OF AFGHANISTAN HAMID KARZAIL

WE PLANNED A PANEL FOR THE OCCASION, INCLUDING HOWARD GORDON (EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER AND WRITER OF THE SHOW '24' STARRING KEIFER SUTHERLAND AS
FICTITIOUS SPECIAL AGENT JACK BAUER, WHO SUCCESSFULLY USES TORTURE TO
EXTRACT INFORMATION FROM ALL MANNER OF TERRORISTS), NASHWA AL RUWAINI
(CEC OF PYRAMEDIA AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE MIDDLE EAST FILM FESTIVAL),
AND AMBASSADOR CYNTHIA P. SCHNEIDER (FORMER US AMBASSADOR TO THE HAGUE
AND DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF THE PRACTICE OF DIPLOMACY AT GEORGETOWN
UNIVERSITY, WHO ORGANIZED THE ARTS AND CULTURE LEADERS AT THE DOHA FORUM).

AN UNFORGETTABLE SURPRISE PERFORMANCE ALSO TOOK PLACE IN BOTH WORLDS--AND
ACROSS TWO LHHGUHPGEE, ARABIC AND FARSI.

OUR EVENT WAS cujiﬁn “LIVE FROM DOHA."
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MHASHWA, WHO HAD HEVER EXPERIEHCED IMMERSION !
IM & THREE DIMENSIONAL DISITAL PLATFORM (KNOWHN

AS A& VIRTUAL WORLD) IMMEDIATELY SAW THE
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HOWARD RECOGNIZED THE POTENTIAL FOR
MEANINGFUL NEW NARRATIVES
TO DEVELOFP AMONG PEOPLE WHO MIGHT
HOT OTHERWISE HAVE HAD A CHANCE
TO MEET, MUCH LESS TO HOLD
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT IMPORTANT IDEAS.




CNN HAS A VIRTUAL BUREAU IN SECOND LIFE. MEETINGS ARE
HELD REGULARLY FOR DISCUSSIONS ABOUT COVERAGE ISSUES.
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